CHAPTER XXIV

A Republic Made to Order

SECEDING Breckinridge Democrats were congregating at Montgomery,
Alabama, while their erstwhile colleagues were laboring in Wash-
ington to save the Union. The southern statesmen faced a rare oppor-
tunity. They could make a government to order, according to specifi-
cations laid down in a political platform. Here in Montgomery there
were none, supposedly, of the despised influences of greed and exploi-
tation to misdirect the enthusiasms of apostles of reform. Those who
believed in a virtuous republican government, established on the sturdy
cornerstones of laissez faire and slave labor, could build again, wise in
the errors of the statesmen of the older order.
The assembling state-makers were ardent and sincere in their re-
forming zeal. Yet to understand their acts, there must be a more careful
examination of their motivations than they could undertake in those
confused months and weeks. In reality they were in retreat, retiring
from a competition which was increasingly distasteful and had certain
frightening aspects. They fled before metropolitanism and territorialism,
as well as antislaveryism.
These hated attitudes were gaining greater prevalence because of
the incoming hordes of foreign immigrants and the potent supply of
foreign capital, both attracted by the social, political, and economic op-
portunities in the undeveloped American society. Only half of the great
national land area was occupied, and the other half offered such vast
opportunity. But the unoccupied areas were not situated to any large
extent in the South. Those seeking them must go elsewhere. The census
of 1860 had borne bitter tidings; the South was falling behind.
As the delegates gathered in Montgomery, most of the papers con-
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